CHARTER FOR THE ATMOSPHERIC CHEMISTRY PRODUCT OVERSIGHT PANEL (ACPOP)

PURPOSE

The purpose of the Atmospheric Chemistry Oversight Panel (ACPOP) is to provide end-to-end oversight of the NESDIS atmospheric chemistry products in response to NOAA research and operational needs.  The ACPOP is involved in the full lifecycle of product generation from new sensor preparation, system design, product development and implementation, operational and climate product production, operational and science maintenance, scientific stewardship and data archive.  The ACPOP co-chairs are the primary contact points for authoritative information on atmospheric chemistry products and their generation. 

MEMBERSHIP

The ACPOP membership consists of government and contractor personnel in Center for Satellite Applications and Research (STAR) and the Office of Satellite Data Processing and Distribution (OSDPD). The two co-chairs will come from each of these two offices.  Membership will also include a representative from the Office of Systems Development (OSD), along with interested personnel from the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) and the National Weather Service (NWS) National Centers for Environmental Prediction (NCEP).  Representatives from the National Climate Data Center (NCDC) will be called upon for advice related to archive issues.  Other interested personnel from government agencies working on atmospheric chemistry issues will be welcome.  
FUNCTION

The NESDIS Satellite Product and Services Review Board (SPSRB) established the Product Oversight Panels (POPs) in the late 1990s.  The SPSRB POP roles and responsibilities are shown in the attachment to this charter.
The ACPOP will be responsible for providing technical oversight and guidance during the technical assessment of user requests and during development of products.  The ACPOP will also have full life-cycle responsibility to monitor and maintain product quality for the entire suite of AC products that are operational in NESDIS.  
The panel chairs will be recognized as the NESDIS focal points and experts in this product area. Correspondence and other miscellaneous actions shall be forwarded to the co-chairs for review and response.  The co-chairs will solicit members’ input as appropriate on technical assessments and other POP business, and will coordinate with other POPs regarding products that overlap with their area of responsibility.
Originally called the Ozone POP, this POP was expanded in 2005 to develop and maintain a measurement capability for other atmospheric constituents from the new hyperspectral instruments.  But the unique requirement to maintain a stable and scientifically sound ozone monitoring capability remains the POPs primary function.  NOAA measurement of ozone fulfils US treaty obligations to monitor ozone depletion under the Montreal Protocol and subsequent revisions; meeting requirements for NOAA to monitor the health of the ozone layer in the 1977 Clean Air Act (as amended in Public Law No: 101-549 11/15/1990), and continuing climate data records as prescribed in the Global Change Research Act of 1990 (Public Law 101-606 11/16/90). 
MEETINGS

Ad hoc meetings to include the co-chairs and appropriate individuals will be the normal mode of operation to work on ACPOP issues.  The goal is to have monthly meetings focused on specific product development projects during the important research to operations transition periods.  The goal is to have more formal ACPOP meetings, with full invitation to all members, on a semi-annual basis.  
SPSRB Oversight Panels Roles and Responsibilities

· Oversight Panels (POPs) are normally jointly chaired by an STAR scientist and OSDPD Product Area Lead

· Members include other scientists, contractors, representatives of other NOAA Line Offices, representatives of outside agencies, NESDIS Data Center representatives, OSD representatives, users and branch managers

· Provide end-to-end technical oversight for the feasibility assessment, development, and operational implementation of new, enhanced and existing satellite products

· Oversees the science quality of observing system performance within assigned product areas

· Serves as the science and operations technical authority for SPSRB, and IPT functions

· Supports emergency anomaly identification and correction

· Notifies the SPSRB manager and SPSRB executive secretary when division chiefs approve changes to OP co-chair assignments

· Reports to Branch and STAR/OSDPD/OSD management team

· Helps to identify potential IPT members to the lead branch and/or STAR/OSDPD/OSD management team

· Assists NOAA Satellite Program Managers with scientific and operational issues

Attachment:  SPSRB POP Roles and Responsibilities
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